Posted by: "Lloyd Colston" kc5fm@juno.com   colston 
Fri Jun 23, 2006 4:40 pm (PST) 

You are responsible for making sure your current CPR (current  for one year) and First Aid (current for three years) and  driving/professional license information is provided to me and kept  up-to-date. If you are not current, you cannot go. 

Additionally,  expect to have the requirement of  IS-100 and -200, Incident Command, as a requirement, if you are requested for a Federal deployment. You might as well take them now, if  you have not already. IS-700 and -800 is NIMS and National Response  Plan. It will be worth your while to get those because, coming soon,  our EM roster will require it at the local level.
> 
* You are responsible for providing up-to-date emergency contact
information to the  activating agencyr.


You are responsible for providing your deployment availability dates up the chain of command via email or phone when requested at Level II.  You are  responsible for  notifying  your unit leader immediately if your availability changes. If you and your spouse are enrolled and prefer to deploy together, please  compare schedules before advising your availability.  ACS-RACES uses the Arlington Alert “all call” email blast. You reply either you can can or can't go. 


Advise your unit leader of changes in your phone number(s) for the ALL CALL system and current email address for the CEM list.


 Because of the urgency of finding volunteers to deploy during a  disaster (local or national), please do not keep your recruiter tied up  on the phone. If you are unavailable to go on an assignment, that is  certainly understandable, however, we need to move on to the next call  immediately.

When the ALL CALL is activated, you are responsible for deciding if you  can or can't go. IF you can go, simply follow the instructions. If you  can't go, do NOTHING.

If the all call is activated or, Arlington ACS  volunteers will receive a sitrep over Arlington Alert as a multi-part message and instructions to check into the LOGNET for the briefing. Don't call OEM to find out what's going on. TheAlert  pages and calls are specific. You are needed and you should take some action. Calling your Unit Leader, the Radio officer or OEM, to find out "stuff" takes the time away from the person who is getting called (and he is busy building the team from those volunteers who have responded). If you can't take the action, that's fine. We understand. There is no harm done. Not everyone can go all the time.
 Please pack appropriately. This includes information  pertaining to your current  assignment. You may be moving from place to place and it is very easy to loose valuables. A simple rule is "If you can't bear the thought of losing it, don't pack it." Please keep this in mind as you prepare for deployment.


Please PACK appropriately. If you can't carry it, neither will anyone else. YOU are responsible for your 72-hour survival. There is no guarantee you will be in a one-star hotel. The STARS you see may be those God has provided outside.

After 72 hours, you should expect food (quality and quantity may vary), water (mostly in bottles (if it's not in bottles, don't drink it), and maybe your shelter has been upgraded to the NO-star facility AKA the cot on the gym floor.


 If you say you are available for a DRO (Disaster Relief Operation) assignment, this means you will be ready to deploy for a minimum of three weeks within 24 hours. (MH volunteers are recruited for 10-12 days and may be able to deploy within 48 hours.) Recruiting is very competitive with 814 chapters nationally and 67 in a five-state region. It is NOT> uncommon for a disaster to be staffed within a couple of hours.

FEMA deployments range from two weeks to two years (mostly in the 14-day range for Disaster Medical Assistance Teams and short term response units such as Search and Rescue Teams). When the callup is issued, you will be advised for how long and a general where you are going.Everything I know about the assignment, you will know about the assignment.

Likewise, deployments are very competitive. Like Red Cross, if youcan't go on the first round, there may be a possibility for service as the first to go rotate out.

Also, someone has to STAY because there are things to do here as well, ex. who's going to do the single family fires for ARC, if everyone is inNOLA? Don't get down because you are not out on the first train.> 


 Please keep in mind that the American Red Cross is not a travel club. Do not ask your recruiter where you will be deploying to before you give your answer. You are either available for deployment or you are not.


 Once you are assigned to a DRO your recruiter does not have authority over your work location, hotel accommodations, or who you will be working with. All those arrangements are made by the DRO staffing officers.

FEMA travel will make these arrangements. I won't have any control over these as well.

When you are deployed, you WILL receive paperwork, aka email at the least. PRINT and COPY your paperwork. As I learned at the Olympics and at Atlanta, paperwork WILL be lost. You WILL be unexpected. Carry your deployment orders with you, even if you are with the team.

Copies go in any bag you carry.

Leaving your family and home behind for three weeks is difficult, and Iappreciate all of you for your willingness to lend a helping hand tothose in need. We may never know the impact we as individuals make onothers when we are out on a job. Whether you are serving meals, settingup cots, or meeting the needs of other volunteers, you are playing a very important role in serving our communities. Thank you.

The military takes deployments very seriously. Soldiers don't do their 
jobs well, if their attention is drawn frequently to trials on the home 
front.

That's why there are resources such as
http://www.wood.army.mil/mwr/deploymenthndbook.htm
www.acs.monterey.army.mil/mobguide.pdf 
www.riley.army.mil/Services/Family/ACS/FRP.asp 
and, for the military, the American Red Cross has THE Armed Forces 
Emergency Services resource.

For us, there's just our brain and the realization that, "If you fail to mplan, you plan to fail". However, the guidance in the military documents is worthwhile, ex. who pays bills while you are gone? If your wife is also a team member, who watches the dog, etc.?

Now is the time to discuss this, plan, prepare, and practice. Two 
minutes after the all-call, it's too late.


Lloyd Colston Mayes County Emergency Management
Pryor, OK http://mayescem.us
"The President can make you a general, but only communications
can make you a commander." General Curtis LeMay

