FIND YOUR FIRE STATION – SIMPLEX EXERCISE - “Find Your Fire Station” is a simplex exercise which tests the amateur’s ability to find the local fire station closest to their neighborhood and to communicate on 2 meters simplex.  This exercise also tests simplex coverage between fire stations in Northern Virginia in the event of an infrastructure failure which results in a loss of repeaters.
A voluntary callout of all interested Northern Virginia amateurs will occur on Labor Day, Monday, September 4, 2006 at 0845.  This simplex exercise will use 146.415 simplex.  The formal exercise will be limited to about 30 minutes to minimize disruption of your holiday activity.  A brief comment and after-action will occur on the W4AVA Arlington repeater 146.625- (PL 107.2) upon completion of the exercise. 

The primary Net Control Station will begin calling the net PROMPTLY at 0845.  Check ins will be taken alphabetically by jurisdiction, starting with Alexandria City, then Arlington County, Falls Church, and then Fairfax County, followed by general check ins from anyone, anywhere.  
Stations should be prepared to repeat the net call for when asked and to assist in providing relays:

The Net Call used by relay stations is:

“THIS IS <YOUR CALL> I AM A RELAY FOR THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA SIMPLEX EXERCISE. ANY STATION NOT ABLE TO HEAR NET CONTROL PLEASE CALL AGAIN, OVER.”

When checking in please use the following exchange:
“THIS IS <YOUR CALL>MY LOCATION IS <FIRE STATION NUMBER><CITY/COUNTY> OVER.”
Net control will acknowledge:

 “<YOUR CALL>YOUR SIGNAL IS < PLAIN LANDGUAGE REPORT >.” 
 Signal reports should use plain language:

“LOUD AND CLEAR, means, FULL QUIETING, 100 percent copy, with no noise

GOOD READABLE, means, TRAFFIC QUALITY, with only slight noise

FAIR READABLE, means OCCASIONAL FILLS may be needed.
WEAK READABLE, FREQUENT FILLS are needed 

WEAK UNREADABLE, unable to copy, A RELAY IS REQUIRED.

Provide any other information requested by net control then sign off:

<YOUR FCC CALL> OUT.
Please write down signal strength and readability of other stations on the net that you can hear.

Keep all transmissions concise, ACCURATE, BRIEF, CLEAR.  
Persons “loitering” and using a portable radio may be viewed as suspicious.  
Parking is also very limited at most fire stations.    So DO NOT park or operate from the fire station parking lot, but instead park in a public lot or on the street nearby, within eyesight of the fire station.  Carry photo ID and cooperate with police or fire department personnel if challenged.
FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS EXERCISE we would like all stations to initially check in using either their hand-held, or a mobile unit set to “low” transmit power, approximately 5 watts, with a ¼ wave or other unity-gain antenna. If using a handheld, either use an external antenna on your vehicle or park where you can safely step outside the vehicle to transmit.  After attempting unsuccessfully to check in at low power, increase transmitter output only to the amount necessary to establish communication with net control or a relay. 
Use the following links to locate your fire station:

http://www.co.arlington.va.us/Departments/Fire/find/FireFindFindYourStation.aspx
http://alexandriava.gov/fire/stations.html 

http://www.co.fairfax.va.us/fr/deptinfo/stations.htm
