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INTRODUCTION

Police on patrol encounter circumstances in which manual traffic control is needed. This can be caused by any number of situations such as a traffic collision, roadway construction, traffic signal malfunctions or some type of natural disaster. Police may even be assigned to a fixed post in some circumstances depending on internal customer needs. For whatever reason, police officers need to know how to control traffic safely to reduce the likelihood of motorists becoming confused by unclear traffic directions and causing a collision and to promote the safe, rapid and efficient movement of personnel and vehicle traffic.  (Note) Always use two or more fingers when doing traffic control.



PRESENTATION 

Techniques

In the event that traffic control is needed, for whatever reason, the person assigned to, or, assuming the task should maintain a professional attitude and demeanor while conducting traffic control duties. Any other type of attitude or demeanor is likely to create more confusion than already exists for the personnel or vehicles being controlled. 

The first step in the process is to select the proper location to establish operations. Several factors must be considered in selecting this location. They are: 

· The design of the intersection, 

· Traffic patterns, 

· Lighting conditions, and, 

· The degree of traffic control required. 

The position of the police officer should be selected with personal safety in mind. This position must be clearly visible to drivers and should not interfere with the flow of traffic. The point most commonly selected is the middle of the intersection. Intersection design may dictate that another spot be chosen. Some types of intersections requiring the location to be to one side or the other of the center are: 

· A “T” type intersection, 

· A one way street, and/or, 

· Unusually narrow roads. 
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When directing traffic, the police officer should stand with his/her face or back toward the stopped traffic, and his/her side toward traffic being directed to proceed. 

Basics characteristics for manual traffic control signals used by police officers should be: 

· Standardized for clear understanding, 

· Clearly visible, 

· Easily understood, and, 

· Capable of transmitting information rapidly. 

When engaged in the actual traffic control, the police officer should: 

· Give only necessary signals, 

· Leave the intersection if traffic becomes light (or when officially relieved from his/her post), 

· Turn his/her head to look toward the vehicle he/she intends to signal, 

· Give only one signal at a time, 

· Remain aware of traffic approaching from all directions, 

· Point (with the hand) to pedestrians he/she intends to direct, 

· Use minimum movement of hands and arms, and, 

· Repeat a signal several times to move sluggish traffic more rapidly. 

There are six basic signals for manual traffic control. They are: 

· Stop 

· Extend the arm toward the vehicle(s) being signaled. 

· Raise the arm 45 degrees above vertical. 

· Bend the elbow. 

· Hold the hand vertically with fingers together, extended, and with the palm facing traffic. 
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· Go 

· Use the hand nearest the stream of traffic being directed to go. 

· Holding the arm horizontal at shoulder height point, with the index finger at the vehicle(s) being directed. 

· Bending the elbow, bring the hand back in an arc to the front of chin to direct traffic to pass in front of the person directing traffic. 

· Using the same procedure, bring the hand back behind the ear to direct traffic to pass in back of the person directing traffic. 

· Change of Direction 

· Use the stop signal to stop each stream of moving traffic separately. 

· Turn 90 degrees. 

· Keep both hands in the stop signal position. 

· Give the go signal to each stream of traffic separately. 

· Right Turn 

· Usually made without direction from the person controlling traffic. 

· Use the right arm for traffic approaching from the right. 

· Use the left arm for traffic approaching from the left. 

· With the arm extended horizontally, point at the driver. 

· Swing the arm straight to point to where the driver is to go. 

· Left Turn 

· Stop opposing traffic. 

· Use the right arm for traffic approaching from the right. 

· Use the left arm for traffic approaching from the left. 

· With the arm extended horizontally, point at the driver. 

· Swing the arm straight to point to where the driver is to go 
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· Prohibited Turns 

· Shake head no. 

· Use a whistle if necessary to get the driver's attention. 

· Signal the driver to make the appropriate legal turn. 

Use of signaling control aids may be necessary while conducting manual traffic control. These aids include, but are not limited to: 

· Whistle 

· One long blast signals traffic to stop. 

· Two short blasts signal traffic to proceed. 

· Several short blasts should be used to gain attention. 

· The whistle should be used as needed and NEVER to indicate frustration or anger. 

· Voice 

· Do not shout.   Use a loud tone. 

· Flashlight 

· To stop traffic, swing the flashlight beam across the vehicle's path. 

· Direct the beam at the pavement being careful not to blind drivers. 

· After a vehicle is stopped, use manual signals for further instructions. 

Special Equipment

· Hats should be worn whenever conducting manual traffic control operations. 

· Fluorescent vests should be worn to increase visibility of the police officer. 

· Flashlights should be used with a traffic fluorescent colored cone shaped light diffusers. 
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