Recommendation on Survival “Every Day Carry” (EDC) Cash

Before about 1990 many vending machines did not require electricity. This meant that you could buy a few candy bars and bags of potato chips at a service station vending machine even when there was no electricity to run the pumps.  Today you may still find non-electric vending machines, especially in rural areas, so keep coins handy in your bug out kit. Pay telephones are scarce today, but may still find them in rural areas. Pay phones often work for outgoing long distance calls even when the local PSTN is FUBAR. 

Dad taught us as kids to carry a 35mm film can (remember "wet" process photography?) of coins, "just in case."  Dad's concept for our "kid's coin can" was a couple dimes to call home on pay phone, and a stack of quarters for vending machine snacks, a McDonald’s lunch and bus fare home. A 35mm film can holds about $7 worth of quarters, and a few dimes can be tucked around the edges. You can increase the $ value by  folding, rolling and tucking a bill inside, stuffing the coin stack down its middle or by including a few dollar coins in the mix. 

An adult EDC emergency cash stash these days is an Altoids tin containing five pennies, two nickels, five dimes, four quarters, five-$1, four-$5, two-$10 and ten-$20 bills, sealed with Scotch Super 88 electrical tape and sewn into a pocket of your overcoat or survival vest. A useful planning concept for emergency cash is "enough for a tank of gas, a hot meal and a motel room on the way home" after an EMAC deployment. When I was a Hokie GI back in 1970 you could to that for $50, but today you need closer to $250, hence $245.65 when you add this it up.  If you get marooned away from home when power is off, a little “mad money” makes things less crazy and adds comfort and security.  

My two cents.

